
 

 

HARTFORD MEMORIAL BAPTIST CHURCH 

A BRIEF HISTORY 
Hartford Memorial Baptist Church celebrates 92 years of loving God and serving the world community.  The Rev. 

Edgar Wendell Edwards served as founding pastor from 1917 to 1920 when he relocated to Chicago.  After a 

diligent search, the Church called the Rev. Charles A. Hill Sr., assistant to the Rev. Robert L. Bradley Sr., of 

Detroit‘s historic Second Baptist Church.  Installed as pastor in November of 1920, he served for 48 years until his 

retirement on his 75th Birthday, April 28, 1968.  During his progressive pastorate, Dr. Hill built new church facilities 

on the corner of Hartford and Milford and subsequently, a community and recreation facility.  He was a strong 

supporter of organized labor; UAW Ford Local 600 was organized at Hartford Church.  An outspoken champion of 

civil rights in the difficult days before the Civil Rights Movement, Dr. Hill was at the forefront of the struggle for 

equality in the 1930s, ‗40s and ‗50s.  He was one of the first Blacks to run for the Detroit City Council.  

Courageously, he opened the Hartford pulpit to such nonconformists as W.E.B. DuBois and Paul Robeson. 

On April 6, 1969, Hartford gleefully received its son, Charles Gilchrist Adams, as pastor of the church in which he 

had been reared, indoctrinated, baptized, licensed, ordained and married.  At that time, Dr. Adams, an honors 

graduate of the University of Michigan and Harvard Divinity School, had just begun his seventh year as pastor of 

the historic Concord Baptist Church in Boston, New England‘s largest African American congregation.  Having 

burned the old mortgage in 1971, Dr. Adams led Hartford into the current James Couzens‘ facilities on April 10, 

1977; under his strong and vigorous leadership, this mortgage was burned in 1983, nine years ahead of time.  With 
an ever increasing church family, Hartford has become one of the largest church congregations in Detroit.  Widely 

known for its music ministry, Hartford boasts of the largest pipe organ built by a Black church.  Choir loft 

expansions, upgraded audio/video equipment and redesigned lighting in the Sanctuary are only part of the ongoing 

renovations. 

Dr. Adams‘ vision of community outreach led to the establishment of The AGAPE (LOVE) HOUSE for charitable 

and community ministries.  Formerly housed in properties purchased across the freeway on James Couzens, The 

AGAPE HOUSE, now temporarily located in the Church, continues to offer needed social services that include the 

Daily Senior Citizens‘ Program, Hunger Task Force, Bookstore, Taping Ministry, Scholarship and College 

Preparation Programs, Narcotics Anonymous and Alcoholics Anonymous. 

Hartford has purchased commercial real estate along Seven Mile Road, supporting the establishment of fast food 

restaurants, such as McDonald‘s, Long John Silver and Kentucky Fried Chicken, Motown Deli, Davis Brothers 

Collision Shop and other businesses.  A Super Kmart was built on church property and employed hundreds of local 

residents.  Today, on the same church property, Home Depot continues to provide employment and a tax base for 

the city and state.  On other church properties, Hartford has established the Head Start Agency, a Tutorial Program 

and the Hartford Institute for Biblical Studies. 

In 2008, Hartford, under the leadership of Dr. Adams, purchased 5.5 acres of land located on the former Meyers 

Road campus of Lewis College of Business.  The design and plans are in progress for the utilization of this site for 

Vision ‗007, Dr. Adams‘ and Hartford‘s greatly expanded vision for community outreach —  an assisted living 

complex, gymnasiums for seniors and youth, a performing arts auditorium and health facilities and The AGAPE 

HOUSE programs. Recently, again under the visionary guidance of Dr. Adams, Hartford purchased the former 

Northwest Center for Early Childhood Development, now known as The Hartford Education Center.    

In 2007, Dr. Adams was selected as the first professor of the Practice of Ethics and of Ministry at Harvard 

University; this has not prevented his weekly delivery of soul-saving sermons at Hartford. Assisting him is his son, 

the Rev. Charles C. Adams, unanimously appointed as Hartford‘s first Presiding Pastor, thus continuing the Adams‘ 

pulpit legacy.  We celebrate and praise God for the ever expanding ministry of Hartford Memorial Baptist Church. 

―For Hartford is the Place to Be!‖ 

 

 

18700 James Couzens Highway 

Detroit, Michigan 48235 

(313) 861-1300/Churchð(313) 861-1285/Office 

www.hartfordchurchdetroit.org 
(11:00 AM Service is now streaming live on the web) 

The Rev. Dr. Charles G. Adams, Pastor 

The Rev. Charles C. Adams, Presiding Pastor 

The Rev. D. Scott Harrison Jr., Minister of Pastoral Care 

The Rev. Kevin N. Taylor, Minister of General Ministry 
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SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

COMMUNION SUNDAY 



 

 

SANCTUARY CELEBRATION 

SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOSTðCOMMUNION SUNDAY 

Sunday, July 4, 2010 ð 7:30 AM & 11:00 AM 
ORDER OF SERVICE 

Devotional & Pastoral Advisements  

Prelude "ñFanfare for the Common Man"   Aaron Copland 

Daryl Laurence, Timpani  

Choral Introit ñLet the Heaven Light Shine On Meò  R. Carter 

Opening Praise Sentences Rev. Charles C. Adams 

Processional Hymn #480         ñGod Of Our Fathersò 

Prayer of Invocation Rev. Charles C. Adams 

Glory Be To The Father  #541  

Organ Interlude ñPatriotic Songò   Callahan  

Anthem ñThe Battle Hymn of the Republicò arr. P. Wilhousky 

Prayer of Intercession &  

Song of Inspiration 

ñMy Whole Life I Give to Youò L. Barnes 

Christopher Coleman, soloist  

Welcome To The Visitors  

The Tithes & Offertory Period  

Offertory Sentences Luke 6:38; Matthew 6:19-21 (NRSV) 

Leader:   Give and it will be given to you, good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running 

over will be put into your lap. 

People:   For the measure you give will be the measure you get back. 

Leader:  Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and where 

thieves break in and steal. 

People:   But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven where neither moth nor rust consume and 

where thieves do not break in and steal. 

Unison:  For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.   

Offertory Selection ñI Love  to Praise Himò  J. Dixon 

Tajaunia Braxton, soloist  

The Prayer of Dedication Rev. Charles C. Adams 

Pre-Sermon Hymn #473 ñAmerica The Beautiful ò 
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UPCOMING EVENTS  

June 28-Aug 13           Extended Vacation Bible School    9:00 AM - 5:00 PM 

July 4                           Evacuation Sunday/Church Celebration 

FOUND: Several Bibles, articles of clothing, keys, pieces of cosmetic jewelry and pairs of eyeglasses 

have been found throughout the church.  All of these items are available in the Church Office.  Please 

stop by and reclaim your long lost articles.  Many of the Bibles do not contain any identification.  This 

makes it virtually impossible to return them directly to their owners.  Please take the time to put your 

name, address and telephone number in your Bible. 

 

Deacon Maxine Borders, Church Clerk 

 

HARTFORD Junior Golf Program - 2010 

DATES: July 6, 7, 13, 14, 20, and 21       

LOCATION: Rouge Park                 TIMES: 6:00 PM -7:00 PM and 7:00 PM—8:00 PM 

Certification will be conducted at Rouge Park, Wednesday, July 21, following the last class. 

4th Annual William C. (Bill) Morgan Open will be July  25, 2010 at 2:00 PM  

HARTFORD GOLFERS AND SPONSORS—Sponsor or Play with one child—We‘d like one adult 

golfer to play in each scramble foursome.  Organizational Meeting will be Tuesday, June 29, 2010, at 

Hartford‘s Fellowship Hall, at 7:00 PM. 

 

If you are interested, contact Deacon Michael Fleming at (313) 318-5772.  Applications are also 

available in the Church Office.  The cost is $60 and is due with application.  Make check payable to 

Hartford Memorial Baptist Church (Jr. Golf in the Memo line).  

Team Hartford is once again preparing to participate in the 13th Annual MOTTEP (Minority Organ 

Tissue Transplant Education Program)  Gift of Life Walk.  The walk is Saturday, July 24, 2010 on 

Belle Isle.  We need your support.  Walkers -$15, Runners-$20 (early registrants).  Please see 

Deacon Yolanda Shepard or Desmond Parker to sign up or make a contribution.  Thanking you in 

advance for your prayers and support in this endeavor. 

Come and join Pastor Charles G. Adams and the Male Chorus in Historic Oak Bluffs on Martha's 

Vineyard.  The dates for travel are Thursday, August 26, 2010, through Monday, August 30, 2010 via 

deluxe coach.  Space is limited, so please place your security deposit of $250.00 ASAP. See Bernie 

Beaumont in Fellowship Hall after 7:30 AM & 11:00 AM Services to place your deposit, or mail to:  

The TRAVEL PLACE – P.O. Box 21234 – Detroit, MI 48221.  For Reservations and Information 

contact:  Bernie Beaumont, Travel Agent – 313 864-9680 or thetravelplace@sbc.global.net. 
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Sundayõs Broadcast will be aired at  

7:00 PM  

on 1340 AM ð Gospel Radio 

Please silence all pagers, cell phones 
and other electronic devices during 

the service  

 

Happy Fourth of July to everyone.  Today is Freedom Sunday at Hartford.  We invite you to join us in 

Luger Park following the 11:00 AM Service for games, food, fellowship and fun. 

Shuttle Bus Service to the outer lots is now available before and after both services. 

Please be careful not to park where your vehicle will block handicap access ramps and fire hydrants.  

The City will be issuing tickets to violators. 

The Church will be conducting an evacuation drill at the end of both the 7:30 AM and 11:00 AM 

Services today.  We ask that you follow the instructions of the volunteers in charge, to safely evacuate 

the building.  If you wish to return to the building, please wait until officials have given the ―ALL 

CLEAR‖ signal before re-entering the Church. 

A Church Meeting will be held Thursday, July 29, 2010, from 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM in Fellowship 

Hall.  Please mark your calendars. 

Hartford is offering Extended Vacation Bible School from 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM, Monday through 

Friday, for ages 6 to 13.  The cost is $100 per week per student, which includes fun trips and activities 

as well as breakfast and lunch.  The program is scheduled to run through August 13.  You may pick up 

an application in the Church Office or see Deacon Curtis Kilpatrick for more information. 

The Trustee Ministry of Hartford will be having its ―First Annual Clean Up/Clean Out Beautification 

Project‖, Monday, August 2 through Friday, August 6, 2010. 

 

We are requesting that each ministry and individual donate at least 2 hours to help with the cleaning 

up and cleaning out of all rooms in Hartford.  Ministries and individuals can sign up in the Church 

Office. 

 

Ministry leaders are asked to pick up a letter in the Church Office today, which includes additional 

information on this worthwhile project. 

 

Let‘s show pride in our Church by participating in this beautification project. 

Seasoned Citizens‘ or Senior Citizens‘ Day is Sunday, August 8, 2010.  In preparation for this day, we 

will have choir rehearsals on Wednesdays, at 5:00 PM, beginning July 7th, in the Choir Room.  Let‘s 

make this year‘s 20th Anniversary Celebration a sensational, joyous time for all. 
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Crisis can turn 

your world 
upside down 

{¢9tI9b aƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎ 

When an event shakes up your world, you can either let it hurt you or 

help you.  If you would like help in turning a life crisis into an 

opportunity of growth and faith, a STEPHEN MINISTER is ready to 

help you.  A STEPHEN MINISTER is: a trained volunteer, a good 

listener, trained in confidentiality and ready to provide one-to-one care.  

Call (313) 861-1285, and ask to get in touch with a Stephen Minister. 

((( (   

The Written Word To Be Announced 

The Preached Word                          ñWhat In The World Is Going On?ò                  Pastor Adams  

Invitation To Christian Discipleship    

Invitational Hymn #339 ñPrecious Lord Take My Handò 

Prayer of Thanksgiving  

The Right Hand of Fellowship  

The Church Covenant (See page 3) 

The Ordinance of Holy Communion  

Communion Elevation ñFinlandiaò ï Sibelius   

Choral Benediction ñFare Ye Wellò ï Whalum   

Postlude ñThe Heavens Declareò   Wetzler  

Until further notice, there will only be one offering taken during Worship Service.   

Please designate on your envelope where you wish to distribute your offerings. 

If you desire additional anointing oil and intercessory prayer, ministers will be available in the  

Charles A. Hill Chapel immediately at the conclusion of the Worship Service. 

The ñBulletinò and Online Donations can be found on Hartfordôs Website. (hartfordchurchdetroit.org) 

Shuttle Bus Service is available from and to our parking lots 

IN THE HOSPITAL 

HENRY FORD HOSPITAL, DETROIT, MI 
Shelly Lamb 

Brazeal Dennard 

PROVIDENCE HOSPITAL, SOUTHFIELD, MI 
Trustee Milton Watson 

HARPER HOSPITAL, DETROIT, MI 
Vonyetta Poole 

WILLIAM BEAUMONT HOSPITAL,  

ROYAL OAK, MI 
Trustee Oliver Williams 

ST. JOHN HOSPITAL, DETROIT, MI 
Alvin Chapman 
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THE CHURCH COVENANT 

 

To Be Read Responsively: 
 

LEADER:  Let us recite together the Scripture upon which this Covenant is based. 

PEOPLE: ―And they entered into a Covenant to seek the Lord God of their fathers 

with all  their heart and with all their soul.‖      —II Chronicles 15:12 

LEADER: What common experience leads us into spiritual fellowship and covenant 

relations with God and one another? 

PEOPLE:  Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God, to receive the Lord 

Jesus Christ as our Savior, and on the profession of our faith, having been 

baptized in the name of the Father, the Son  and the Holy Ghost, we do 

now, in the presence of God, angels and this assembly, most solemnly and 

joyfully enter into covenant with one another, as one body in Christ. 

LEADER: By what pledge do we promise to turn from the ways of the world? 

PEOPLE: We promise by the aid of the Holy Spirit to forsake the paths of sin, and to 

walk in the ways of holiness all the days of our lives. 

LEADER: What are some of the privileges and duties in this our church? 

PEOPLE: With this view, we engage to strive together for the advancement of this 

church in knowledge, holiness and comfort, to promote its prosperity and 

spirituality, to sustain its worship, ordinances, discipline and doctrines. 

LEADER: What vows do we gladly make as stewards of that which God has entrusted 

to us? 

PEOPLE: To contribute cheerfully, by tithing, as taught in the Bible for the support of 

the ministry, the expenses of the church, the relief of the poor and the 

spread of the gospel throughout all nations. 

LEADER: For the sake of our home and loved ones, what tasks do we humbly assume? 

PEOPLE:  We also engage to maintain family and secret devotion, to religiously 

educate our children, to seek the salvation of our kindred and acquaintances. 

LEADER:  For the sake of the unsaved for whom Christ died, to what manner of life 

and conversation are we solemnly pledged? 

PEOPLE:  To walk circumspectly in the world, to be just in our dealings, faithful in 

our engagements, and exemplary in our deportment, to avoid all tattling, 

(Continued on page 4) 
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TO: Pastor  Adams and the Hartford Church 

Family 

LOVED ONE: Ray C. Price 

FROM: The Price Family 

 

TO: Pastor  Adams and the Hartford Church 

Family 

LOVED ONE: Rose Swint 

FROM: Mr. Mrs. Leland Finley & Family 

 

Your expressions of condolences provided genuine consolation during our time of sorrow.  We appreciate the 

beautiful message on each card, your uplifting words of condolence, as expressed in your calls and visits, and 

the lovely flowers and gifts that we received.  Your kindness will always be remembered. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

Serving Today 
JUBILEE CHORUS 
 
Dr. Joanne Clark 
Minister of Pipe Organ 
 
Alvin Waddles  
Director 
 
Kali Douglas 
Percussion 
 
USHERS: 
Senior Usher Ministry #1 
 
IZANDLA  
INTERPRETERS:  
Pam Anderson ** 
John Harvey 
Nina White 
 
* Honorary 
** Interpreting Sermon 
 
 
DEACONESSES: 
Fannie T. Brown,  
On Duty 

Clara Austin,  
Team Leader 

Bettie Agee, 1st Asst. 
Angeline Brown , 2nd 
Asst. 

Jacquelynn Carter 
Lydia Davidson 
JoAnn Drake-Gambrell 
Essie Hamlin 
Karen Hammons 
Bernice Hood 
Agnes Hoston * 
Emily Kilpatrick 
Thelma Likely * 

Sheryl Massenberg 
Donna Northern 
Emma Russ  
Gloria Taylor 
Paula Whittaker-Watkins 
Mary Watt 

 

ANOINTING TEAM: 
Stephanye Fauntleroy, 
Capt. 

Cecilia Holiday 
Anitha Marzett 
Barbara McDonald 
Mary Pettaway 
Lorraine Rhymes 
Leroy Taylor 
Carolyn Wade 

 

DEACONS: 
Thomas Williams,  
On Duty 

Leon Johnson Jr., Capt. 
Beverly Stephens,  
Co- Capt. 

William Agee 
Maxine Borders 
Celestine Cargile 
Gail Clifford 
DaJuan Ethridge 
Brian Flaggs  
Deborah Gaskin 
Janet L. Gilyard 
Kevin Hammons 
Denise A. Harvey 
Harley Hughey 
Joseph Marshall 
Roderick Marshall 
Clara Medley 

Silas Norman Jr. 
Cary Powell 
Walter Skerritt Jr.  
Veronica Thornton 
G. Wayne Watkins 
Greg Washington  

 

TRUSTEES: 
Robert Sneed, Capt. 
William Kanardy,  
Co-Capt. 

Brian D. Albritton 
Charles Buie 
Florasine Clark 
Christopher D. Coleman 
Rosalind Griffin 
Roosevelt Henderson 
Charmine Johnson 
Kevin Johnson 
Edward Jones 
Larry Latimore 
Hosea Small 
Willie Smith 
Ronald Spears 
Pamela Tucker 
Vincent Tucker 
Walter D. Tufts 
Richard Vaughn  
Milton Watson 
Vonzie Whitlow 
  

CHURCH CLERKS: 
Katrina Young,  

Vice Clerk 
Janice Denson 
Janet Gilyard 
Vickie Manley 
Connie Small 
Vincent Tucker 

Harry Williams 
Patricia Williams  
 
 
NURSES:  
7:30 AM  
Neina Abner 
Pat Anderson 
Elnora Boston 
Erika Horne 
Jan McCrary 
Pearl Stokes 

11:00 AM  

Sheryl L. Brown  
Jackie Davis 
Lydia Douglas 
Gloria Howard 
Elaine Lee 
Helen Lucas 
Brenda Slack 
Regina Thomas 
 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

CLERK 
7:30 AM 
Chris Coleman 

11:00 AM 
Mildred E. Dixon 
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DAILY BIBLE READINGS FOR JULY 2010 

 PSALM OLD TESTAMENT EPISTLE 
NEW 

TESTAMENT 

Sun-Jun 27 118 Numbers 21:4-9, 21-35 Acts 17:12-34 Luke 13:10-17 

Mon-Jun 28 106:1-18 Numbers 22:1-21 Romans 6:12-23 Matthew 21:12-22 

Tue-Jun 29 121 Numbers 22:21-38 Romans 7:1-12 Matthew 21:23-32 

Wed-Jun 30 119:145-176 Numbers 22:42-23:12 Romans 7:13-25 Matthew 21:33-46 

Thurs.-Jul 1 131 Numbers 23:11-26 Romans 8:1-11 Matthew 22:1-14 

Fri-Jul 2 140 Numbers 24:1-13 Romans 8:12-17 Matthew 22:15-22 

Sat-Jul 3 137 Numbers 24:12-25 Romans 8:18-25 Matthew 22:23-40 

Sun-Jul4 146 Numbers 27:12-23 Acts 19:11-20 Mark 1:14-20 

Mon-Jul 5 1 Numbers 32:1-6, 16-27 Romans 8:26-30 Matthew 23:1-12 

Tue-Jul 6 5 Numbers 35:1-3, 9-15, 30-34 Romans 8:31-39 Matthew 23:13-26 

Wed-Jul7 119:1-24 Deuteronomy 1:1-18 Romans 9:1-18 Matthew 23:27-39 

Thurs.-Jul 8 18:1-20 Deuteronomy 3:18-28 Romans 9:19-33 Matthew 24:1-14 

Fri-Jul 9 16 
Deuteronomy 31:7-13, 

24,  32:1-4 
Romans 10:1-13 Matthew 24:15-31 

Sat-Jul 10 20 Deuteronomy 34:1-12 Romans 10:14-21 Matthew 24:32-51 

Sun-Jul 11 148 Joshua 1:1-18 Acts 21:3-15 Mark 1:21-27 

Mon-Jul 12 25 Joshua 2:1-14 Romans 11:1-12 Matthew 25:1-13 

Tues-Jul 13 26 Joshua 2:15-24 Romans 11:13-24 Matthew 25:14-30 

Wed-Jul 14 38 Joshua 3:1-13 Romans 11:25-36 Matthew 25:31-46 

Thurs.-Jul 15 37:1-18 Joshua 3:14-4:7 Romans 12:1-8 Matthew 26:1-16 

Fri-Jul 16 31 Joshua 4:19-5:1, 10-15 Romans 12:9-21 Matthew 26:17-25 

Sat-Jul 17 30 Joshua 6:1-14 Romans 13:1-7 Matthew 26:26-35 

Sun-Jul 18 63 Joshua 6:15-27 Acts 22:30-23-11 Mark 2:1-12 

Mon-Jul 19 41 Joshua 7:1-13 Romans 13:8-14 Matthew 26:36-46 

Tue-Jul 20 45 Joshua 8:1-22 Romans 14:1-12 Matthew 26:47-56 

Wed-Jul 21 119:49-72 Joshua 8:30-35 Romans 14:13-23 Matthew 26:57-68 

Thurs.-Jul 22 50 Joshua 9:3-21 Romans 15:1-13 Matthew 26:69-75 

Fri-Jul 23 40 Joshua 9:22-10:15 Romans 15:14-24 Matthew 27:1-10 

Sat-Jul 24 55 Joshua 23:1-16 Romans 15:25-33 Matthew 27:11-23 

Sun-Jul 25 24 Joshua 24:1-15 Acts 28:23-31 Mark 2:23-28 

Mon-Jul 26 56 Joshua 24:16-33 Romans 16:1-16 Matthew 27:24-31 

Tue-Jul 27 61 Judges 2:1-5, 11-23 Romans 16:17-27 Matthew 27:32-44 

Wed-Jul 28 72 Judges 3:12-30 Acts 1:1-14 Matthew 27:45-54 

Thurs.-Jul 29 70 Judges 4:4-23 Acts1:15-26 Matthew 27:55-66 

Fri-Jul 30 69 Judges 5:1-18 Acts 2:1-21 Matthew 28:1-10 

Sat-Jul 31 75 Judges 5:19-31 Acts 2:22-36 Matthew 28:11-20 

7  

 

 

backbiting, and excessive anger, and to oppose all unloving acts and 

attitudes in all walks of Life toward any of God‘s children, and to be 

zealous in our efforts to advance the kingdom of our Savior. 

LEADER:  Since one is our master, even Christ, and we are all sisters and brothers, by 

what ministries are we to strengthen each other and adorn the teachings of 

our Lord and Savior? 

PEOPLE:  We further agree to walk together in Christian love and watchfulness, 

giving and receiving admonition with meekness and affection, to remember 

each other in prayer, to aid each other in sickness and distress, to cultivate 

Christian sympathy in feeling and courtesy in speech, to be slow to take 

offense, but always ready for reconciliation, and mindful of the rules of our 

Savior, to secure it without delay. 

LEADER:  For the good of our own spiritual development and for the best interest of 

the Master‘s kingdom, what do we promise to do if we move beyond the 

reach of this church? 

PEOPLE:  We, moreover, engage that, when we remove from this place, we will as 

soon as possible unite with some other church where we can carry out the 

spirit of this covenant and the principles of God‘s word. 

ALL:  Humbly confessing our past sins, we pray for grace and strength to keep 

these, our holy vows, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  AMEN 

 

 

CHURCH OFFICEðHARTFORD INSTITUTE BUILDING 

18900 James Couzens Highway—Detroit, Michigan 48235 

Administrative Offices—9:00 AM—5:00 PM  

 (313) 861-1285 / (313) 861-1300 — Fax (313) 861-0265 

 

The Church and Business Office will be closed on July 5, 2010  

in observance of the Fourth of July Holiday. 

 

HARTFORD AGAPE HOUSE 

18700 James Couzens Highway—Detroit, Michigan 48235 

(313) 861-1200 — Fax (313) 861-7896 

Hunger Task Force & Free Shop Mission….. (313) 861-1202 

 

The Staff Minister on call is Rev. Charles C. Adams.  He can be contacted for any emergencies or 

urgent matters (313) 861-1285 or (313) 475-4807 — Email: revcadams@hartfordchurchdetroit.org 
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Looking Ahead 
 

Amos 7:7-10; Psalm 82; Colossians 1:1-14; Luke 10:25-37. 

 

All these lessons demonstrate the cooperation that God creates between the 

flesh and the Spirit, so that we who are spiritual will never become callous, 

insensitive and indifferent to human problems and social pain.  Amos 7:7-10 

makes us recognize the age of the Holy Spirit as the special time of holy 

speaking and anointed hearing and understanding.  Amos maintains that he is 

not professionalized, and can therefore not be compromised.  He never went to any school of 

the prophets.  He had no teacher.  He was a raw, rugged rough-hewn, realistic man of the vast 

out-of-doors.  One day as he was harvesting the fruit of sycamore trees, Yahweh (the Lord) 

grabbed hold of him and told Amos to preach to the people of Israel (Northern Kingdom).  

His words, indicting Israel for moral indifference and predicting National calamity, were too 

hard for Israel to hear.  The High Priest, Amaziah and the King, Jeroboam, didn‘t like what 

Amos preached as he indicted the people of greed, selfishness, individualism, materialism 

and the exploitation of the poor.  These ―powers that be‖ cannot fire Amos because they did 

not hire Amos.   How open are we to hear the uncomfortable, transforming truth of God? 

 

Psalm 82 calls upon people of the Holy Spirit to ―defend the poor and fatherless and do 

justice to the afflicted and needy.‖  That does not sound like our prevalent political platform. 

 

Colossians 1:1-14 declares the Incarnation of the Word of God against Gnosticism, which 

was First Century dualism, isolationism and separation of the body from the mind, or  flesh 

from the spirit.  Ecstatic spirituality ought to be expressed in daily, constructive, earthly 

activities.  But since the Christian Gnostics believed that the flesh was demonic and evil, they 

had no moral constraints to modify or qualify any given physical, secular, sexual or social 

behavior.  Such religion is the license to indulge in any kind of ―kinky‖ behavior.  Verse 14 

helps us to see that in Christ the body and mind cohere, so that the flesh is guided and 

governed by the Spirit.  Likewise, the Spirit is engaged, honored, obeyed and served by the 

flesh that is filled with the Holy Spirit.  Pentecost calls us to make Spirit and flesh work 

together for the good of all.  We must have no sex without love, no politics without 

humanitarian commitment and no economics without community enhancement.  The Spirit 

transforms and uses the body.   It does not ignore or destroy the body.  Aren‘t we indebted to 

the saints, on fire with the Spirit, who produced practical and reliable institutions like schools, 

hospitals, banks, businesses, insurance companies and HMO‘s? 

 

The Parable of the Good Samaritan in Luke 10:25-37 is a clear and compelling word that 

joins spirituality with practical and compassionate initiatives.  Although Jesus‘ disciples 

(Continued on page 6) 

 

5  

 

Sermon Notes 

 
ñWhat In The World Is Going On?ò              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

. 

judged the Samaritans in a ―lump sum‖ and wanted them all destroyed, Jesus made them see 

the soul of a Samaritan who was the best example of responsible, spiritual behavior that 

anyone could ever hope to encounter.  Let us ask ourselves ―How good are we in maintaining 

the unity of the Holy Spirit and human service?‖ 

 

Read and give praise to God. 

 

Love ya! 

 

C.G.A. 
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