HARTFORD MEMORIAL BAPTIST CHURCH
A BRIEF HISTORY

Hartford Memorial Baptist Church celebrates 92 years of loving God and serving the world community. The
Rev. Edgar Wendell Edwards served as founding pastor from 1917 to 1920 when he relocated to Chicago. After
a diligent search, the Church called the Rev. Charles A. Hill Sr., assistant to the Rev. Robert L. Bradley Sr., of
Detroit’s historic Second Baptist Church. Installed as pastor in November of 1920, he served for 48 years until
his retirement on his 75™ Birthday, April 28, 1968. During his progressive pastorate, Dr. Hill built new church
facilities on the corner of Hartford and Milford and subsequently, a community and recreation facility. He was a
strong supporter of organized labor; UAW Ford Local 600 was organized at Hartford Church. An outspoken
champion of civil rights in the difficult days before the Civil Rights Movement, Dr. Hill was at the forefront of
the struggle for equality in the 1930s, ‘40s and ‘50s. He was one of the first Blacks to run for the Detroit City
Council. Courageously, he opened the Hartford pulpit to such nonconformists as W.E.B. DuBois and Paul
Robeson.

On April 6, 1969, Hartford gleefully received its son, Charles Gilchrist Adams, as pastor of the church in which
he had been reared, indoctrinated, baptized, licensed, ordained and married. At that time, Dr. Adams, an honors
graduate of the University of Michigan and Harvard Divinity School, had just begun his seventh year as pastor of
the historic Concord Baptist Church in Boston, New England’s largest African American congregation. Having
burned the old mortgage in 1971, Dr. Adams led Hartford into the current James Couzens’ facilities on April 10,
1977; under his strong and vigorous leadership, this mortgage was burned in 1983, nine years ahead of time.
With an ever increasing church family, Hartford has become one of the largest church congregations in Detroit.
Widely known for its music ministry, Hartford boasts of the largest pipe organ built by a Black church. Choir
loft expansions, upgraded audio/video equipment and redesigned lighting in the Sanctuary are only part of the
ongoing renovations.

Dr. Adams’ vision of community outreach led to the establishment of The AGAPE (LOVE) HOUSE for
charitable and community ministries. Formerly housed in properties purchased across the freeway on James
Couzens, The AGAPE HOUSE, now temporarily located in the Church, continues to offer needed social services
that include the Daily Senior Citizens’ Program, Hunger Task Force, Bookstore, Taping Ministry, Scholarship
and College Preparation Programs, Narcotics Anonymous and Alcoholics Anonymous.

Hartford has purchased commercial real estate along Seven Mile Road, supporting the establishment of fast food
restaurants, such as McDonald’s, Long John Silver and Kentucky Fried Chicken, Motown Deli, Davis Brothers
Collision Shop and other businesses. A Super Kmart was built on church property and employed hundreds of
local residents. Today, on the same church property, Home Depot continues to provide employment and a tax
base for the city and state. On other church properties, Hartford has established the Head Start Agency, a
Tutorial Program and the Hartford Institute for Biblical Studies.

In 2008, Hartford, under the leadership of Dr. Adams, purchased 5.5 acres of land located on the former Meyers
Road campus of Lewis College of Business. The design and plans are in progress for the utilization of this site
for Vision ‘007, Dr. Adams’ and Hartford’s greatly expanded vision for community outreach — an assisted
living complex, gymnasiums for seniors and youth, a performing arts auditorium and health facilities and The
AGAPE HOUSE programs. Recently, again under the visionary guidance of Dr. Adams, Hartford purchased the
former Northwest Center for Early Childhood Development, now known as The Hartford Education Center.

In 2007, Dr. Adams was selected as the first professor of the Practice of Ethics and of Ministry at Harvard
University ; this has not prevented his weekly delivery of soul-saving sermons at Hartford. Assisting him is his
son, the Rev. Charles C. Adams, unanimously appointed as Hartford’s first Presiding Pastor, thus continuing the
Adams’ pulpit legacy. We celebrate and praise God for the ever expanding ministry of Hartford Memorial
Baptist Church.

“For Hartford is the Place to Be!”

HARTFORD NEMORIAL BAPTST CHURCR

18700 James Couzens Highway
Detroit, Michigan 48235
(313) 861-1300/Church—(313) 861-1285/Office

www.hartfordchurchdetroit.org
(11:00 AM Service is now streaming live on the web)
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SANCTUARY CELEBRATION
SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST - COMMUNION SUNDAY
Sunday, June 6, 2010 — 7:30 AM & 11:00 AM
ORDER OF SERVICE

Devotional & Pastoral Advisements

Prelude “Passacaglia” Buxtehude
Choral Introit “Lift Up Your Heads” E. Ashford

Rev. Charles. C. Adams
“0 For A Thousand Tongues”

Opening Praise Sentences

Processional Hymn #17

Prayer of Invocation Rev. Charles. C. Adams
Glory Be To The Father #541
Organ Interlude

Anthem “Almighty God of our Fathers” W. James

“Amazing Grace” arr. David Hurd

Prayer of Intercession &
Song of Inspiration

Welcome To The Visitors
The Tithes & Offertory Period

“Take My Life and Let It Be” E. Dawson

Offertory Sentences Luke 6:38; Matthew 6:19-21 (NRSYV)

Leader: Give and it will be given to you, good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over
will be put into your lap.

People: For the measure you give will be the measure you get back.

Leader: Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and where
thieves break in and steal.

People: But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven where neither moth nor rust consume and
where thieves do not break in and steal.

Unison: For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.

Offertory Selection “Way Over in Beulah Land“ S. Gibbs

The Prayer of Dedication Rev. Charles C. Adams

Pre-Sermon Hymn #268 “O Love That Wilt Not Let Me Go”

UPCOMING EVENTS

June 13 Baccalaureate Sunday
June 13 Cherubic Choir/God’s Gifted Host Concert 4:00 PM
June 21-25 Vacation Bible School 5:00 PM - 9:00 PM

All Ministries: Please use our “Resource Center” to place all orders for books or literature for
Hartford Memorial Baptist Church. Thank You.

All newly united members of Hartford Memorial Baptist Church are requested to attend the 2nd
Quarter Recent Joinees Dinner. You will be the special guest of Pastor Charles Adams and Pastor
Christian Adams, and have an opportunity to fellowship with the Ministry Leaders at a free dinner
hosted by the Harambee Ministry Dinner on Saturday, June 12th at 5 PM in Fellowship Hall.

Please RSVP to Phyllis Turner (248) 557-3314 or Yolanda Carter (313) 862-0306 by Tuesday, June
8.

All States Ministry will meet Sunday, June 13, 2010, in Room 107 immediately following the 11:00
AM Service. Old and new members are encouraged to attend. Deacon Kay Steen-Stoutermire,
President.

Hartford Women United invite you to attend their annual fashion show, “PARIS IN THE CITY?”, to
be held in Fellowship Hall on Saturday, June 19, 2010, from 11:00 AM until 1:30 PM. See the latest
clothing fashions and accessories as you enjoy a delightful brunch. Additional information is
available between Services each Sunday in Fellowship Hall. Please contact chairperson, Silvia
Puckett or other members of Hartford Women United.

HARTFORD Junior Golf Program - 2010

DATES: July 6, 7, 13, 14, 20, and 21
LOCATION: Rouge Park TIMES: 6:00 PM -7:00 PM and 7:00 PM -8:00 PM
Certification will be conducted at Rouge Park, Wednesday, July 21 following the last class.

4th Annual William C. (Bill) Morgan Open will be July 25, 2010 at 2:00 PM

HARTFORD GOLFERS AND SPONSORS—Sponsor or Play with 1 child—We’d like 1 adult golfer
to play in each scramble foursome. Organizational Meeting will be Tuesday, June 29, 2010, at
Hartford’s Fellowship Hall, at 7:00 PM.

If you are interested, contact Deacon Michael Fleming at (313) 318-5772. Applications are also
available in the Church office. The cost is $60 and is due with application. Make check payable to
Hartford Memorial Baptist Church (Jr. Golf in the Memo line).

Come and join Pastor Charles G. Adams and the Male Chorus in Historic Oak Bluffs on Martha's
Vineyard. The dates for travel are Thursday, August 26, 2010, through Monday, August 30, 2010 via
deluxe coach. Space is limited, so please place your security deposit of $250.00 ASAP. We will be
taking deposits on Sundays in Fellowship Hall between Services. For further information, please
contact Marvin Moore at (248) 701-3700 or call the Church office.




Serving Today

Cynthia Bonds
Stephanie Brown
Cynthia Harris
Carrie Thomas
Johnson
Andra Teasley
Linda Tinsley

NURSES:
7:30 AM
Neina Abner
Pat Anderson
Elnora Boston
Erika Horne
Jan McCrary
Pearl Stokes

11:00 AM

Sheryl L. Brown
Jackie Davis
Lydia Douglas
Gloria Howard
Elaine Lee
Helen Lucas
Brenda Slack
Regina Thomas

ANNOUNCEMENT
CLERK

7:30 AM

Chris Coleman

11:00 AM
Barbara Arbuckle

PARENTS!

The Written Word
The Preached Word

Invitation To Christian Discipleship

Romans 5:18-21

“The Moment of Acceptance” Pastor Adams

Invitational Hymn #132 “Amazing Grace”
Prayer of Thanksgiving

The Right Hand of Fellowship

The Church Covenant (See next page)
The Ordinance of Holy Communion

Communion Elevation “Prelude” Guilmant

“0O Divine Redeemer” C. Gounod
Bronson James

“Hold to God’s Unchanging hand”
“Till We Gather Again” — S. Key
“Gigue” Buxtehude

Recessional Hymn #350
Choral Benediction
Postlude

Until further notice, there will only be one offering taken during Worship Service.
Please designate on your envelope where you wish to distribute your offerings.

If you desire additional anointing oil and intercessory prayer, ministers will be available in the
Charles A. Hill Chapel immediately at the conclusion of the Worship Service.

The “Bulletin” and Online Donations can be found on Hartford’s Website.
(hartfordchurchdetroit.org)

CATHEDRAL Sybil Davis Mary Pettaway G. Wayne Watkins
CHOIR Odell Garrett Lorraine Rhymes Greg Washington
Dr. Joanne Clark Bernice Green Leroy Taylor
Minister of Pipe Clarice Hampton Carolyn Wade TRUSTEES:
Organ Donna Johnson Robert Sneed, Capt.
Nina Scott Janice McCrary DEACONS: William Kanardy,
na Sco Evelyn Price i Co-Capt.
Director Cynthia Saunders grllolr)nlis Williams, Brian D. Albritton
Pearl Stokes Y Charles Buie
Agnes H. Adams . Leon Johnson Jr., Florasine Clark
Piano Darlene S. Smith Capt. Christopher D.
. Phyllis Turner Beverly Stephens, Coleman
Daphne Harris Sadie Turner * Co- Capt. Rosalind Griffin
Piano Frances Walker- William A Roosevelt
* tilam Agee Henderson
Joseph Hayden Vereen Maxine Borders Charmine Johnson
Bass Celestine Cargile Kevin Johnson
IZANDLA Gail Clifford Edward J
Matthew Lemons INTERPRETERS: D?JluanlEt(l)lrrid e Larvrv}?rLat?rrlll%ie
Percussion Pam Anderson ** ) g Hosea Small
John Harvey Brian Flaggs Willie Smith
USHERS: Nina White Deborah Gaskin Ronald Spears
Senior Usher . Janet L. Gilyard Pamela Tucker
Ministry #1 **I‘{l(l)&% ?el't}i’n . Kevin Hammons Vincent Tucker
PEACONESSES: onmen Ty by i G
OnDuty ANOINTING Joseph Marshall %//[(l)lrigine \\VNaIIiStcl)(r)IW
Cora Pearson, TEAM: Roderick Marshall
Team Leader Stephanye Clara Medley CHURCH
Eula Carter, 1% Asst. Faul'lt'leroy,'Capt. Silas Norman Jr. CLERKS:
Lannie Davis, Cegllla Holiday Cary Powell Ruby Newbold
2 Aot Anitha Marzett Walter Skerritt Jr. Vice Clerk
Verna Brock Barbara McDonald ~ Veronica Thornton ~ Deborah Boatner
Beginner’s Computer Class SPECIAL WORSHIP
Graduates of June 3, 2010 SERVICE EMPHASIS
Theodore Anderson Dorothy F. Jackson Ist Sunday .
Communion
Betty I. Badju Ellen Rasool-Jakhel 2nd Sunday
Thelma L. Belle Carolyn Lockard Dance Ministry
Baccalaureate Sunday
Mother Delores Shirley Officer
rown 3rd Sunday
Judy Ellison Edward Peoples Youth Sunday
Calvin Ferguson Roberta Peoples 4th Sunday Sunday
- nie Griffi ” T Baptism/Children
Winnie Griffin Tiffany Walker Sermon
Deacon Howard Hood | Loren Woodson 5th Sunday
. . Health Talk
Deacon Mildred E. Dixon Instructor

All young people ages 17
and under, are invited to
join us for free pancakes in
the Fellowship Hall
immediately following the
early morning Service every
Third Sunday. You should
have plenty of time to enjoy
your pancakes and attend a
School  Class.
Children’s sermon will be
held in the main Sanctuary
every 4th Sunday during the
11:00 AM Service.

STEPHEN Ministries

When an event shakes up your world, you can either let it hurt you or help
you. If you would like help in turning a life crisis into an opportunity of
growth and faith, a STEPHEN MINISTER is ready to help you. A
STEPHEN MINISTER is: a trained volunteer, a good listener, trained in
) confidentiality and ready to provide one-to-one care. Call (313) 861-1285, &
and ask to get in touch with a Stephen Minister.

Crisis can turn
your world
upside dows
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THE CHURCH COVENANT

To Be Read Responsively:

LEADER: Let us recite together the Scripture upon which this Covenant is based.

PEOPLE: “And they entered into a Covenant to seek the Lord God of their fathers with all their heart and with
all their soul.”  —II Chronicles 15:12

LEADER: What common experience leads us into spiritual fellowship and covenant relations with God and one
another?

PEOPLE: Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God, to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as our Savior,
and on the profession of our faith, having been baptized in the name of the Father, the Son and the
Holy Ghost, we do now, in the presence of God, angels and this assembly, most solemnly and joyfully
enter into covenant with one another, as one body in Christ.

LEADER: By what pledge do we promise to turn from the ways of the world?

PEOPLE: We promise by the aid of the Holy Spirit to forsake the paths of sin, and to walk in the ways of holi-
ness all the days of our lives.

LEADER: What are some of the privileges and duties in this our church?

PEOPLE: With this view, we engage to strive together for the advancement of this church in knowledge, holi-
ness and comfort, to promote its prosperity and spirituality, to sustain its worship, ordinances, disci-
pline and doctrines.

LEADER: What vows do we gladly make as stewards of that which God has entrusted to us?

PEOPLE: To contribute cheerfully, by tithing, as taught in the Bible for the support of the ministry, the expenses
of the church, the relief of the poor and the spread of the gospel throughout all nations.

LEADER: For the sake of our home and loved ones, what tasks do we humbly assume?

PEOPLE: We also engage to maintain family and secret devotion, to religiously educate our children, to seek the
salvation of our kindred and acquaintances.

LEADER: For the sake of the unsaved for whom Christ died, to what manner of life and conversation are we
solemnly pledged?

PEOPLE: To walk circumspectly in the world, to be just in our dealings, faithful in our engagements, and exem-
plary in our deportment, to avoid all tattling, backbiting, and excessive anger, and to oppose all un-
loving acts and attitudes in all walks of Life toward any of God’s children, and to be zealous in our
efforts to advance the kingdom of our Savior.

LEADER: Since one is our master, even Christ, and we are all sisters and brothers, by what ministries are we to
strengthen each other and adorn the teachings of our Lord and Savior?

PEOPLE: We further agree to walk together in Christian love and watchfulness, giving and receiving admoni-
tion with meekness and affection, to remember each other in prayer, to aid each other in sickness and
distress, to cultivate Christian sympathy in feeling and courtesy in speech, to be slow to take offense,
but always ready for reconciliation, and mindful of the rules of our Savior, to secure it without delay.

LEADER: For the good of our own spiritual development and for the best interest of the Master’s kingdom, what
do we promise to do if we move beyond the reach of this church?

PEOPLE: We, moreover, engage that, when we remove from this place, we will as soon as possible unite with
some other church where we can carry out the spirit of this covenant and the principles of God’s
word.

ALL: Humbly confessing our past sins, we pray for grace and strength to keep these, our holy vows, for the

sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. AMEN

£  ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS &

Your expressions of condolences provided genuine consolation during our time of sorrow. We appreciate the
beautiful message on each card, your uplifting words of condolence, as expressed in your calls and visits, and
the lovely flowers and gifts that we received. Your kindness will always be remembered.

TO: Pastor and Mrs. Adams, Rev. Charles  TO:
Christian Adams, Rev. Kevin Taylor,
the Deaconess Ministry, the Diaconate
Ministry, Al Chisholm and the entire

Pastor Adams, Rev. Charles C. Adams,
Rev. Kevin Taylor, Hartford Men

United, The Diaconate Ministry, Senior
Usher Board #2, Kitchen Staff and the

Hartford Family entire Hartford Family
LOVED ONE: Geraldlynne J. M. McKinney LOVED ONE: Eugene Kelley Sr.
FROM: The McKinney Family FROM: Eugene Kelley II and Jason C. Kelley
TO: Pastor and Mrs. Adams, Rev. Charles  TO: Pastor Adams and the entire Hartford
C. Adams, Rev. Kevin Taylor, Rev. Family
Lorine Thompson, the Diaconate LOVED ONE: Casey Tarver
Ministry, the Deaconess Ministry, FROM: Eugena Tillman

Adult #1 Sunday School Class, Ushers
and the entire Hartford Church Family  TO:

Pastor and Mr.s. Adams and the

LOVED ONE: James M. Bush Hartford Church Family
FROM: The Bush Family LOVED ONE: Glenda Lampkin
FROM: Michael, Thomas, Melinda, Juanita
TO: Pastor Adams, Rev. Kevin Taylor, White and the Lampkin Family
Hartford Kitchen staff and the entire
Hartford Family TO: Pastor Adams, 3rd Sunday Clerk Team,
LOVED ONE: Violet Patricia Webb-Randolph and the Cherubic Choir
FROM: Patricia Munson and Family LOVED ONE: Oscar Jones
FROM: Daisy Jones, Sharon Jones and Myla
Jones

IN THE HOSPITAL

HENRY FORD HOSPITAL, DETROIT, MI VIBRA HOSPITAL OF SOUTHEASTERN MI,

John Aaron LINCOLN PARK, MI
George Dixon (In I.C.U.) Mildred Dunlap (In I.C.U.)
Shelly Lamb

Calvin Stevenson

WILLIAM BEAUMONT HOSPITAL,
RovyAL OAK, MI
Frances Henry

PROVIDENCE HOSPITAL, SOUTHFIELD, MI
Deacon Jay Reeves (In I.C.U.)




DAILY BIBLE READINGS FOR JUNE 2010

Sermon Notes

“The Moment of Acceptance” - Romans 5:18-21

CHURCH OFFICES—HARTFORD INSTITUTE BUILDING
18900 James Couzens Highway—Detroit, Michigan 48235

Administrative Offices—9:00 AM—35:00 PM — (313) 861-1285 / (313) 861-1300 — Fax (313) 861-0265
HARTFORD AGAPE HOUSE

18700 James Couzens Highway—Detroit, Michigan 48235
(313) 861-1200 — Fax (313) 861-7896

Hunger Task Force & Free Shop Mission..... (313) 861-1202

PSALM OLD TESTAMENT EPISTLE NEW TESTAMENT
146 Job 38:1-11, 42:1-5 Revelation 19:4-6 John 1:29-34

Mon-May 31 1 Proverbs 3:11-20 1 John 3:19-4:6 Matthew 11:1-6
Tue-Jun 1 5 Proverbs 4:1-27 1 John 4:7-21 Matthew 11:7-15
'Wed-Jun 2 119:1-24 Proverbs 6:1-19 1 John 5:1-12 Matthew 11:16-24
Thurs.-Jun 3 18:1-20 Proverbs 7:1-27 1 John 5:13-21 Matthew 11:25-30
Fri-Jun 4 16 Proverbs 8:1-21 2 John 1-13 Matthew 12:1-14
Sat-Jun 5 20 Proverbs 8:22-36 3 John 1-15 Matthew 12:15-21
Sun-Jun 6 24 Ecclesiastes 6:1-12 Acts 10:9-23 Luke 12:32-40
Mon-Jun 7 56 Ecclesiastes 7:1-14 Galatians 4:12-20 Matthew 15:21-28
Tue-Jun 8 61 Ecclesiastes 8:14-9:10 Galatians 4:21-31 Matthew 15:29-39
'Wed-Jun 9 72 Ecclesiastes 9:11-18 Galatians 5:1-15 Matthew 16:1-12
Thurs.-Jun 10 70 Ecclesiastes 11:1-8 Galatians 5:16-24 Matthew 16:13-20
Fri-Jun 11 69 Ecclesiastes 11:9-12:14 Galatians 5:25-6:10 Matthew 16:21-28
Sat-Jun 12 75 [Numbers 3:1-13 Galatians 6:11-18 Matthew 17:1-13
Sun-Jun 13 93 [Numbers 6:22-27 Acts 13:1-12 Luke 12:41-48
Mon-Jun 14 80 INumbers 9:15-23, 10:29-36[Romans 1:1-15 Matthew 17:14-21
Tue-Jun 15 78:1-39 [Numbers 11:1-23 Romans 1:16-25 Matthew 17:22-27
'Wed-Jun 16 119:97-120 |Numbers 11:24-35 Romans 1:28-2:11 Matthew 18:1-9
Thurs.-Jun 17 83 [Numbers 12:1-16 Romans 2:12-24 Matthew 18:10-20
|Fri-Jun 18 88 [Numbers 13:1-3, 21-30 Romans 2:25-3:8 Matthew 18:21-35
Sat-Jun 19 87 INumbers 13:31-14:25 Romans 3:9-20 Matthew 19:1-12
Sun-Jun 20 66 [Numbers 14:26-45 Acts 15:1-12 Luke 12:49-56
Mon-Jun 21 89:1-18 [Numbers 16:1-19 Romans 3:21-31 Matthew 19:13-22
Tues-Jun 22 97 [Numbers 16:20-35 Romans 4:1-12 Matthew 19:23-30
'Wed-Jun 23 101 INumbers 16:36-50 Romans 4:13-25 Matthew 20:1-16
Thurs.-Jun 24 | am: 105:1-22 |Numbers 17:1-11 Romans 5:1-11 Matthew 20:17-28
|Fri-Jun 25 102 [Numbers 20:1-13 Romans 5:12-21 Matthew 20:29-34
Sat-Jun 26 107:33-43  [Numbers 20:14-29 Romans 6:1-11 Matthew 21:1-11
Sun-Jun 27 118 Numbers 21:4-9, 21-35 Acts 17:12-34 Luke 13:10-17
Mon-Jun 28 106:1-18 [Numbers 22:1-21 Romans 6:12-23 Matthew 21:12-22
Tue-Jun 29 121 [Numbers 22:21-38 Romans 7:1-12 Matthew 21:23-32
'Wed-Jun 30 119:145-176 |Numbers 22:42-23:12 Romans 7:13-25 Matthew 21:33-46
Thurs.-Jul 1 131 [Numbers 23:11-26 Romans 8:1-11 Matthew 22:1-14
|Fri-Jul 2 140 [Numbers 24:1-13 Romans 8:12-17 Matthew 22:15-22
Sat-Jul 3 137 [Numbers 24:12-25 Romans 8:18-25 Matthew 22:23-40

The Staff Minister on call is Rev. Charles C. Adams. He can be contacted for any emergencies or
urgent matters (313) 861-1285 or (313) 475-4807 — Email: revcadams@hartfordchurchdetroit.org.




Looking Ahead

The lessons for next weekend may be gathered under the title, “The Justice and
Mercy of God,” who in the person of the Holy Spirit demands, prompts and
delivers justice. However, for those who turn to God in humility, penitence and
contrition, there is hope. The Holy Spirit keeps hope alive and operative on earth.
You will want to read the following lessons: I Kings 21:2-21; Psalm 5:1-8;
Galatians 2:15-21; Luke 7:36-8:3.

In the narrative of the continuing conflict between King Ahab and the prophet
Elijah, we ought to learn that the Holy Spirit is not simply pneumatic, vertical,
invisible and ecstasy-creating; the Holy Spirit is bound to justice. That is the theological assertion
that underlies the separation between church and state, namely, that God is not so cozy and intimate
with government that God does not condemn government’s abuse of power, oppression of the poor
and other bold-faced instances of massive failure to secure justice, liberty and equality for all.
Though the king is anointed of God, he is not permitted to be indifferent to God’s mandate that
justice and righteousness be upheld. We must develop no doctrine or practice of the Holy Spirit that
neglects, ignores or offends justice. Ahab and Jezebel had received power from God, but were not in
the least bit interested in doing justice in their use of power, privilege and royal authority. They
used Machiavellian tactics to rob Naboth of his civil rights in order to have him destroyed. They
then took the land that Naboth had refused to sell; but Yahweh-God would not stand for it and sent
Elijah to condemn Ahab and Jezebel in the harshest of terms! God does not like the inequalities,
injustices and oppressions that people in power inflict upon people in poverty. In Harvard, as I
wrote, we were studying the preponderance of poverty among Blacks in the United States. The rich
are getting richer. The poor are getting poorer. More than %2 of Black children live in the worst kind
of poverty, denial and deprivation. Yet public policy is blaming the victim, ignoring the problem and
trying to create the deceptive rationale that suggests that times are better than ever, and no one is
poor who does not want to be. The first lesson condemns the lies and destructions that are devised
against the poor. When King Ahab cries out for mercy, God’s mercy tempers God’s judgment, but
does not destroy justice. Ahab must still pay with his life. Jezebel must still be destroyed by the
same destructions that she mercilessly unleashed against the poor. What judgments may be expected
against a society, government or church that shows no justice and compassion toward the poor?

Psalm 5 is considered to be Naboth’s cry for the justification and vindication that are definitely not
forth coming from the social, political, juridical situation. That which the world denies will be given
him of the Holy God of Israel. Naboth has deliverance to look forward to, so do the poor of the
earth. Though there are no religious or Biblical justifications for poverty, and no holy evasions from
the hard issues of poverty and lack of opportunity, there are Godly, transcendent and eternal
compensations for those who on earth are unfairly treated. Even in this world, the poor have
developed a rich spiritual heritage and legacy. It is echoed in Psalm 5:7, “But I, through the
abundance of your steadfast love, will enter your house.”

In Galatians 2:15-21 we read the words of the Apostle Paul that clearly and emphatically insist upon
justification, salvation, redemption and deliverance based on the grace of God made available to us
in Jesus Christ. This doctrine of justification by grace, rather than by the law or human
righteousness, is a warning to both the oppressed and the oppressor that we stand in equal moral
poverty and dependence upon grace for the hope of salvation. Those who work for justice must
never allow themselves to be hard, bitter or violent in the attitude of self-righteousness or self-
justification.

Looking Ahead Continued

Neither must the privileged forget to remember that their help came from God. Ahab and Jezebel
forgot. Newt Gingrich forgot. Clarence Thomas forgot. Those who are blessed are easily deluded and
blinded by their own success. Deuteronomy 8:11-20 should continually warn us against the fever and
foolishness of spiritual amnesia. To live by faith in Jesus is to remain and abide in constant awareness
and remembrance of the mercy and love of God. The Holy Ghost will not let us be forgetful of God’s
grace.

Luke 7:36-8:3 is a perfect picture of a grateful woman who was so beautifully delivered by Jesus from
the power of self-destruction and demonic devastation that she couldn’t do enough for her Lord. She
did not cease to kiss his feet and wash them with flowing tears of thanks. She then dried her Savior’s
feet, not with a towel, but with her gloriously abundant and available hair. She could not give enough
praise, love and glory to her Savior. Jesus reminds us that those who are forgiven much will show an
extravagance and super-abundance of love that is not forth-coming from those who are smug,
comfortable, complacent and self-righteous.

In the remaining verses, Luke includes the names of some significant and resourceful women among
those who travel and work with Jesus in ministry. The most familiar to us is Mary Magdalene. We
have not heard the last of her. It is interesting to see in all these lessons an unexpected emphasis upon
the human, moral and spiritual equality of male and female. Just as Jezebel is equal to Ahab in sin, so
also the women disciples of Jesus are equal to the male disciples in dignity, integrity, humanity and
responsibility. Since that truth is so difficult for the Southern Baptist Convention to affirm in these
times, it is even more remarkable that the writers of Scripture could see it and say it so clearly
thousands of years ago!

Read and be wise and whole!
Love ya,

C.G.A.

Please silence all pagers, cell phones Sundayds Broadcast will
and other electronic devices during 5=0/ 8] 7:00 PM

the service on 1340 AM 8 Gospel Radio



